
NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2021 
Executive Session at 6:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young 

 

GUESTS 

Attorney Joseph McNeil 

 

REGULAR SESSION 

The meeting was called to order at 6:09 p.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Bridget Burkhardt called for a motion to enter executive session at 6:11 p.m. to discuss labor 
negotiations with administrators, teachers and support staff and added that it would be 
significantly disadvantageous to the district not to do so in executive session. Alex McHenry 
made the motion and Brian Minier seconded, a roll call vote was held and all were in favor. The 
Board requested that David Young and Attorney Joseph McNeil attend executive session.  
 

Discussion Regarding Labor Negotiations with Administrators, Teachers, and Support 

Staff 

In: 6:11 p.m. 

Out: 6:52 p.m. 

No Action 
 
The executive session was closed at 6:53 p.m. 
 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young, Delina Gilroy, Krista Chadwick, Gary Marckres 

 

GUESTS (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

7 guests 
 
Regular Session 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Comments and Questions from the Public 

Danya Lorentz asked about students having to quarantine and the delay of getting children back 

into the classroom because of a contact tracing and a testing delay with the state. David Young 

responded that area superintendents are working with the Agency of Education on this issue. 
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Amendments to the Agenda 

David Young amended the consent agenda to include Blair Guthrie, .80 FTE Social Studies 

Teacher at FHT Middle School. Under Superintendent’s Report he added a review of the 

incident that happened last Thursday on the high school/middle school campus and an update 

on the eFinance financial software. 

 

Announcements/Student Representative Report 

• David Young said he is concerned about the Covid-19 Delta Variant and hopes to keep 

our children in the classroom as much as possible. 

• Bridget Burkhardt announced that Rebecca Day resigned her school board position on 

September 8th effective immediately. Bridget Burkhardt explained the process the board 

will follow to fill the open position. The board has asked all community members 

interested in filling the remaining five months of the term to apply. The deadline for 

applications is September 30. Interviews will be held at the board meeting on October 6 

and a special meeting will be held on October 8 to choose a new board member. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Rick Marcotte Central School/180 Market Street – 180 Market Street work is complete. David 

Young said the School Street traffic flow continues to be evaluated by city and school officials. 

There have not been as many concerns this year. 

 

Gertrude Chamberlin School Noise Mitigation/Airport – The work is complete. 

 

Transition Plan for 577 Dorset Street – The scheduled move-in date for central office staff will 

be the week of October 18.  

 

City/School Update – Introduction of City Manager Jessie Baker 

David Young introduced Jessie Baker. Jessie Baker said she is looking forward to partnering 

with the district. She spoke briefly about: 

• SROs in the schools. 

• Equity work in the community. 

• Long-range planning and coordinating about housing, business, transportation, capital 

planning. 

• The City Council and the Department Heads in the city are undergoing a policy priorities 

and strategy process to identify how the council is weighing the current priorities they 

have set. A retreat is scheduled with Department Heads and the City Council to discuss 

prioritization work. 

• Intersection at Rick Marcotte Central School (School Street and Market Street) – The 

city did put up a speed trailer and crossing signs that go mid-sidewalk encouraging 

motorists to slow down and watch for people crossing the road to ensure pedestrian 

safety. Additional changes will be considered in the future. 

 

The board thanked Jessie Baker for joining the meeting and sharing. 

 

Enrollment Update –  

David Young introduced Derek Devine, Data Analyst. David Young provided an overview of the 

current and proposed enrollment for the district and responded to several questions from the 
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board. He added that some of our elementary schools, particularly Orchard School, are at or 

beyond capacity and this is a decision point for the district. The district needs to determine what 

our next steps will be for the elementary school. Therefore, David Young said he will be asking 

Dore and Whitter to review the needs at each of the elementary schools due to the capacity 

concerns.  

 

Update on Full Time Equivalent (FTE) Staff – Budgeted and Elementary and Secondary School 

Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund  

Krista Chadwick explained the FTEs at each of the schools that were under and over budget as 

well as the additional positions included with ESSER funding. David Young explained that we 

have positions that are unfilled particularly support staff positions. Board members asked 

several questions. 

 

David Young spoke about the ESSER stakeholder survey available on the school district 

website and encouraged community members to provide feedback. The survey is open until 

October 1. Bridget Burkhardt asked what else the ESSER money is being spent on besides 

staffing? Gary Marckres said the district does have the data and he will make it available for the 

board members to review. 

 

Grades 8-12 Math Updates: Audit and Detracting 

David Young provided the Grades 8-12 Math updates. There were no questions. 

 

Covid-19 Update 

Testing – David Young said the testing is a very heavy lift. Testing will start in mid-October. 

Quarantine Guidelines - He added that the quarantine guidelines for the high school students 

and staff may change with new information the district received today from the Agency of 

Education.  

 

Vaccine Mandate 

Board members discussed a proposed vaccine mandate. Alex McHenry is in favor of mandatory 

vaccination. Brian Minier and Bridget Burkhardt are not in favor of a vaccine mandate at this 

time but will revisit this topic if we receive new guidance from the Governor and the Agency of 

Education. 

 

David Young provided an overview of the situation that occurred on September 16 on the high 

school/middle school campus. David Young said that the district reviewed the communication 

surrounding the event and will work to get communication to parents and students quicker in the 

future. 

 

eFinancePLUS Financial Software 

David Young said the district will not be going with the eFinancePLUS originally recommended 

by the VT Agency of Education. He has monitored the implementation since the beginning and 

many districts have had difficulty with the new software and support is not available from 

PowerSchool. The Agency of Education has put a halt on any additional districts transitioning to 

EFinancePLUS. 
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David Young has decided to move forward with the newest version of Tyler Technologies 

financial system software, Infinite Vision for South Burlington School District. He understands 

the magnitude of this decision but believes it is in the best interest of the district. 

 

Community Engagement 

Board members discussed the mini meetings/Zoom Q&A’s they have held to date. Upcoming 

meeting dates can be found on the district website under school board. Board members 

discussed how to get more participation at the drop-in meetings. 

 

David Young held a Zoom meeting on September 13 and had approximately 45 participants. 

The main topic of discussion was keeping children in school, close contacts and masking. He 

will schedule another Zoom meeting with the community in the next couple of weeks. 

 

Brian Minier said he had no attendees at his meeting. Bridget Burkhardt also had no attendees 

at her last meeting. She suggested that board members rotate attending David Young’s open 

meetings instead of holding individual Zoom meetings. Bridget Burkhardt will finish the meetings 

she currently has scheduled. 

 

Anti-Racism Initiatives 

School Resource Officer (SRO) Position – Discussion of next steps 

 

Bridget Burkhardt said the board needs to decide how to move forward with the SROs in the 

schools now that one of the subcommittee members is no longer on the school board. Bridget 

Burkhardt and Brian Minier agreed to help Alex McHenry until the board appoints another 

subcommittee member.  

 

Policy Review 

Bridget Burkhardt said that Brian Minier and Dr. Travia Childs have created a third draft of an 

equity policy. She added that the board is not ready to take action on this policy this evening. 

Brian Minier discussed the redraft of the policy. 

 

This policy will be brought back to the October 6 school board meeting for consideration and 

discussion. 

 

Executive Limitations Policy Monitoring 

2.4 Financial Condition and Activities 

Gary Marckres presented on 2.4 Financial Condition and Activities Monitoring Report. Board 

members asked several questions. The report will be brought back to the next meeting for 

follow-up on several board questions. 

 

Board Training 

Policy Governance Training Exercise 

The board discussed a rehearsal worksheet titled, “Who Makes Important Decisions?” 

 

Agenda Planning 

Set agenda for October 6, 2021 school board meeting 

The board discussed the agenda for the October 6 meeting.  
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Future Agenda Items 

The board discussed future agenda items. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Minutes of meetings of September 1 and September 15 

The minutes were approved as presented. 

 

Approval of AP Orders #10 and #11 

There were no questions regarding Accounts Payable Orders #10 and #11. 

 

Hires/Approval of Teacher Contracts 
▪ Erin Dunne, .20 FTE Social Studies Teacher at SBHS to replace Blair Guthrie who 

transferred to FHTMS. 

▪ Blair Guthrie, .80 FTE Social Studies Teacher at FHTMS. Blair is being hired to replace 

Christine Nold who transferred to SBHS. 

Resignation 
▪ Joanne Godek, 1.0 FTE Executive Director for Educational Support Systems, District 

The consent agenda was approved by consensus. 

Adjournment 
Brian Minier made the motion to adjourn and Alex McHenry seconded the motion. A roll call 

vote was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 p.m. 

 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Bridget Burkhardt, Chair    Brian Minier, Clerk 


